Vol. LX VIL, Issue 26 


Doctors 
without - 
borders, 
military 
without 
order 


U.S. coalition 

in Afghanistan 
needs to face 
responsibility for 
hospital airstrike. 


By JosH KANG 
Staff Writer 


octors have tough 

jobs, but think 

about those in war 

zones risking their 

lives to help others 
at a fraction of what they can make 
elsewhere; these are the volunteers 
of Doctors without Borders. 

Early Sunday morning, 22 
people were killed in Kunduz, 
Afghanistan after U.S. airstrikes 
barraged a hospital for nearly an 
hour. Among the dead ‘were 12 
Doctors Without Borders staff 
and 10 patients. 37 other staff 
members and civilians were in- 
jured. 

Little information is com- 
ing out about the incident even 
though many questions remain 
unanswered. On Tuesday 


see HOSPITAL, page 6 
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Private investigator Nick Morrow discusses the war on drugs with members of the club, Students for Sensible Drug Policy on Tuesday. 


The lost war on drugs 


Former sheriff’s 
deputy givesa 
lecture on how the 
war on drugs has 
failed. 


By JosH KANG 
Staff Writer 


The war on drugs has failed and ev- 
eryone has lost, according to former Los 
Angeles county sheriff's deputy. 

With the mission of educating the 
general public, the Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy invited Nick Morrow on 
Tuesday to California State University, 
Long Beach to share his experiences. 

Through his experience with law 
enforcement, Morrow said that he re- 


alized that police followed a traditional 


hierarchy where they simply listened to 


orders. 

“There is a lot of stuff that I consider 
now that I would never have considered 
before because I was always told as law 
enforcement, “This is it, this is what you 
do, this is the little box you check on the 
form,” Morrow said. “Okay great. That 
was good when I started but where I’m 
at now it just seems silly.” 

In the lecture, Morrow vehement- 
ly agreed with the assessment that the 
war on drugs contributed to the vast 


overcrowding of prisons in the United 
States. 

After 40 plus years of the war on 
drugs, half of the inmates in the federal 
prison system are drug offenders as of 
2014, according to a report by the Huff- 
ington Post. Of all the drug offenders 
in the federal system, 27 percent were 
locked up for crimes directly related to 


see DRUGS, page 3 


Culture Corner: Yiannis loumazis 


From Cyprus to 
London to Long 
Beach, MBA student 
Yiannis Touzmazis 
has contently landed 
at The Beach. 


By MADISON 
Opinions Editor 


past three months. The Daily 49er 
sat down with him to talk about his 
nomadic life settling at The Beach. 


Where are you from? 
Limassol. Cyprus is very small, so 
there’s like five main cities. I live on 
the coast. I’ve lived [in Long Beach] 
for about two months but I used to 


Meet 28-year-old Master’s of Busi- 
ness Administration finance major 
and Cypriot Yiannis Toumazis, 
Yiannis is a member of the Bri 
National Beach Tennis Team and. 


has lived in California for 11 months : 


collectively, after hopping back and 
forth from London. The beach, easy- 
breezy lifestyle and friendly Ameri- 
cans have rooted him in SoCal for the 


# back here. | 


there for seven months, then c ime 


_ What do you miss about Cyprus? 


“J visited three months ago. I 
miss the food. The food is so tasty 
over there. There’s so many things 
like, the Greek restaurants here 

are not that. It’s the material, the 
ingredients, the way it’s cooked; it’s 


a feel like I’m back ho: 


rk in financial services, worked 


everything. I like doing barbeques. 
We have a special dish like kabaab 
with big chunks of meat and cooked 
on a rotating thing and it’s just 
amazing. In Cyprus on the weekends 
you might go away with your family, 
sit in the forest and just cook and sit 
around, It’s nice. 


What do you like about California? 
I like the fact tha’ .weather is 
very similar to back home. Makes 


whole culture is very chilledand - 
relaxed here, which is very different 
‘fromondon, which is very hectic’ 


and the public transport is crazy, 
[people are] depressed, all that. 


see CULTURE, page 5 
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The salary struggle | 


Tensions between 
the CSU system and 
the California Faculty 
Association have 
been growing for 
months thanks to 
budget disputes. 


By MicayYLa VERMEEREN 
Assistant News Editor 


The California Faculty Association 
has begun a campaign to authorize a 
strike if their requests to the CSU sys- 
tem for a 5 percent increase in employ- 
ee compensation are not met. 

Pending results from a statistical 
fact checking process will determine 
the bargaining path of the labor nego- 
tiation process between the two, but 
CFA is not waiting around to create a 
plan of action for their worst-case sce- 
nario. 

Over the course of the last few 
months, the relationship between Cal- 
ifornia Faculty Association represen- 
tatives and the California State Uni- 
versity system Board of Trustees has 
been put under strain regarding salary 
negotiations. 

A vote to. be held from October 19- 
28 could give the CFA clearance to 
strike in spring of 2016 if the majority 
of members at large deem the action vi- 
tal to the success of their raise request. 

The crux of the problem came when 
the original CFA request for a 5 per- 


i 3 


cent increase in general faculty salary 
was countered by a 2 percent raise offer 
from CSU. 

CSU implemented a 3 percent fac- 
ulty compensation pool increase at 
the start of the 2014 school year, which 
put tens of millions of dollars toward 
salaries. The proffered 2 percent in- 
crease would place an additional $65.5 
million in the employee compensation 
pool to be distributed amongst all CSU 
staff, as per CSU Director of Public Af- 
fairs Toni Molle. 

“A balanced approach to compen- 
sation is vital. We agree that faculty 
should be properly compensated for 
their service and contribution to our 
students,” she said in an online press 
release. “We are doing what we can, 
within our fiscal means, to address 
compensation concerns.” 

Statewide CFA President Jennifer 
Eagan countered the CSU claims in a 
meeting at CSULB last week, saying 
that CSU simply has “other spending 
priorities” being given attention over 
salary. . 
Eagan said in an update brief last 
week that faculty salaries in the 2014 
school year were so low that staff 
homes were being foreclosed upon, 
medical bills were going unpaid and 
a basic middle-class lifestyle was not 
maintainable. 

Neither party has shown a willing- 
ness to move from their percentages, 
which has led to a long, bumpy road 
down the labor negotiation process. 

Article 31 of the CSU Labor Con- 
tract includes provisions for salary 
increase negotiations, but. does. speci- 
fy that if “the parties cannot reach an 
agreement on the amount of the salary 
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Your Life is at Risk 


What Your Teachers Will Not Tell you 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


4 Threats to a country are based upon capabilities, not intents. If signed, the current 
4 treaty” being considered by the House and Senate will threaten the very existence of 
4 the United States by allowing Iran both nuclear and satellite ‘capabilities. The threat 
mis a single high altitude nuclear detonation above the US which will cause an electro- . 
4 magnetic pulse to blanket the nation and burn out the electrical grid and unshielded 
electronics. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_electromagnetic_pulse) All your 
4 electronics are unshielded so you will be immediately tossed back into the 1800’. 
a Where will you get your food when trucks cannot run? Where will you get your water |, 
4 when the pumps cannot operate? How bad do you think the riots in the city willbe fF 
4 when people are starving? I believe that President Obama’ statement about the Irani- 
4] ans not being able to build nuclear weapons is without factual basis and is “magical” 
thinking. The last time we had this type of threat was in the 1930’s when Adolf Hitler 
@ signed a treaty with British Prime Chamberlain and then Chamberlain said there 

q would be “Peace in Our Time.” Hitler’s Mein Kompf clearly stated Hitler’s objective to 
f dominate the world and the west did not believe him. The Iranians shout “Death to 

fi America’ and we do not believe them either. Do you wish to trust the Iranians with 

@ your lives since they have cheated on their nuclear agreements in the past? Would you F 
J trust them for self-inspection as agreed to with the UN’s IAEA? Write your Democrat 
a senators and congressmen and have them vote NO. Save US lives. 


GOT AN OPINION? 


increases for these years, Article 9 shall 
be suspended or, as an alternative, the 
parties may jointly agree to submit the 
issue to a mediation/arbitration pro- 
cess.” 

As of now, the CFA has declared 
an impasse in bargaining and pushed 
forward to a formal, third party media- 
tion process slated to end on the eighth 
of the month. 

A mediator unaffiliated with either 
CFA or CSU has been hearing each 
side’s case and is attempting to bring 
about an agreement that satisfies both 
parties. There has not yet been success 
from any of the previous meetings, and 
CFA Vice President Cecil Canton does 
not foresee a positive outcome. 

“T have never seen anything settled 
in mediation,” Canton said. “The me- 
diator has never seen anything settled 
in mediation. Nothing has ever been 
settled in mediation.” 

In the case that final mediation does 
fail, both parties would move on to the 
fact-checking stage of the bargaining 
process, where another independent 
party will confirm the statistical and 
factual details being used by the par- 
ties to support their presentations for 
salary. 

CFA wants the 5 percent increase to 
go into effect for the remainder of the 
current contract, which is set to expire 
after the 2016-2017 school year. The 
contract began in the 2014-2015 school 
year and underwent emergency negoti- 
ations in the first year. 

More information on the progress 
of negotiations will come Thursday as 
the two parties meet for the final me- i 
diation session, and expectedly move Greg Diaz 
towards the CFA vote for strike. ( 


Faculty Salary 


Breakdown of the annual 
salary for CSU Faculty as of fall 
2014 
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CRIME BLOTTER CSULB SAYS yes to consent panel 


Hispanic man 
suspected of 
stalking female 
restrooms and 
locker rooms. 


By Ross SIEV 
Staff Writer 


A Hispanic man was _ reported 
trespassing in the female restrooms 
around campus on Sept. 28 and Oct. 
1, according a crime bulletin posted by 
the University Police on Oct. 5. 

In the first incident, a female stu- 
dent heard a man’s voice say to her 
while she was in the restroom stall, “... 
you should wear pantyhose with that 
dress.” She said she saw a male when 
she stepped out of the stall, but re- 
ported that a Hispanic man wearing a 
Hawaiian shirt was possibly following 
her before she entered the women’s re- 
stroom in the second floor of Peterson 
Hall 2 at 10 a.m. 

Another female student reported 
witnessing a man matching the sus- 
pect’s description in the female locker 
room in the Kinesiology building on 
Thursday at 6:50 p.m. 

At 7:10 p.m. that same day, two oth- 
er female students reported seeing a 
Hispanic man entering the women’s 
restroom in the third floor of thé Uni- 
versity Student Union. 

According to the witnesses in. the 
crime bulletin, the man was described 
as having a medium, build, bald or 
short hair, light-skinned and wore 
black clothes in most of the cases. 


Sexual assault 
in Los Cerritos 
Hall under 


investigation 


A female student said a male student 
sexually assaulted her on Sunday at 
6:30 a.m. The victim and alleged assail- 
.ant both knew each other, Lt. Richard 
Goodwin of University Police said. 
University Police could not release any 
additional information as the case is 
currently under investigation. 


Women’s Gender and 
Equity Center will 
hold hold consent 


panel to educate what. 


yes and no really 
mean. 


By JORDAN I DANIELS 
Staff Writer 


In light of the recent sexual assault 
on California State University, Long 
Beach’s campus, the idea of sexual 
consent has become a hot topic around 
the school. 

In response to the “Yés Means Yes’ 
law signed by Governor Jerry Brown 
last year, the Women’s Gender and Eq- 
uity Center is holding a consent panel 
on Thursday from 6-8 p.m. in the Uni- 
versity Student Union Ballroom. 


Enter ‘Let’s Talk Consent, the 
WGEC event which will feature inter- 
active dialogue that will discuss sexual 
consent and the role one plays in it. 

“It’s going to a social mixer to dis- 
cuss the topic and scenarios...It’s go- 
ing to be informative, but light,” said 
Pam Rayburn, the coordinator for the 
WGEC as well as for the event. 

The purpose of the event is to make 
people more comfortable with the idea 
of sexual consent as well as inform 
the student body what their rights are 
when it comes to sexual consent. 

The “Yes Means Yes’ law defines 
the idea of affirmative consent as 
ongoing consent throughout sexu- 
al activity, and it cannot be given if 
someone is asleep or incapacitated 
by drugs or alcohol. The law also 
states that in the midst of sexual 
activity, silence or non-protesting 
does not.equate to consent and con- 
sent can be revoked at any time. 

“It’s a huge factor for our cam- 
pus and age group...” said Erika 


Brown, a CSULB student. “I think 
it [the law] will help [prevent sexu- 
al assault]. Having the law enforced 
helps prevent people from thinking 
of doing it...It’s taking the measures 


- to help keep students safe and com- 


fortable on campus.” 

Per campus policy, it is manda- 
tory that all students take a sexual 
assault prevention training semi- 
nar online in their first semester on 
campus. Titled, “Not Anymore”, the 
45-minute series of videos serves 
as advice for incoming students on 
what to do in situations that could 
result in a sexual assault or rape. 
The panel will further the discus- 
sion and provide additional advice 
through questions and roleplaying 
actual situations. 

“The reason we’re having the pan- 
el is to get the perspective from law 
enforcement official Corporal Chris 
Brown of University Police Depart- 
ment, and get the perspective from 
the campus on what consent means 


and sexual misconduct for being a 
student here on campus. That’s why 
the panel is there, to vent these ques- 
tions,” Rayburn said. 

According to the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center, one out 
of four women is a victim of sexual 
assault. Through the open dialogue 
and panel, the WGEC hopes that the 
‘Let’s Talk Consent’ event will help 
minimize that statistic through edu- 
cation on sexual assault prevention. 

The WGEC hopes that students 
will take away what healthy relation- 
ships are as well as become aware of 
what the resources are on campus, 
said Rayburn. There is a Sexual As- 
sault Victims Advocate as well as 
a Crisis Counselor on campus for 
survivors and friends of survivors of 
sexual assault. 

For more information on the pan- 
el, it is advised to attend the event on 
Thursday 6-8 p.m in the USU Ball- 
rooms as a portion of it will be for 
questions. 


DRUGS 


continued from page 1 


marijuana. 

“T like working within and I like 
to affect change on [law]. If you have 
to go to jail then great but I want it 
to be for something you actually did, 
not some crap based on somebody’s 
opinion that’s not supported by fact,” 
Morrow said. 

Despite his love for the law, Morrow 


acknowledges its faults. 

“T’ve always been a law freak,” Mor- 
row said. “I love the law. I love the pro- 
cess; this is the best legal system in the 
world. It’s flawed like crazy, but it’s the 
best one we have.” 

Morrow discussed his history as a 
deputy in law enforcement who ended 
up on the other side as a court expert 
witness. After suffering a severe back 
injury in the line of duty, Morrow re- 
tired from the force, eventually going 
to law school to pursue a career on the 
prosecution side of the law. 

Two more back surgeries prevented 
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him from continuing down this path, 
but his background in narcotics helped 
lead him to become a private investiga- 
tor and later a court expert witness in 
regards to drug policy. 

“Tt’s been a slow evolution towards 
drug policy and the further I got into it 
the more I found that my law enforce- 
ment training was never focused on 
where it should be,” Morrow said. “The 
goal was to just lock people up.” 

Morrow’s experience with law en- 
forcement ‘and’ now as a court expert 
witness gives him a unique perspective 
on-marijuana legislation and policy. He 


said that he does much of his own 
research and goes to court on a reg- 
ular basis as one of the only expert 
witnesses in his respective field in 
Los Angeles County. 

“If I didn’t get injured, I proba- 
bly would still be in the police busi- 
ness,” Morrow said. “But getting out 
of it allowed me to take a look from 
a distance to examine the training and 
protocols, especially with the war on 
drugs. Some people I know probably 
don’t agree, but this is what I truly 
believe. Hopefully things will change 
sooner rather than later.” 


Daily 49er introduces: 


Dear Sweetpea, 
A weekly advice column. 
: Write i in and look for her advice i in the 
Opinions section every Thursday. 

To submit questions, please email 
DearSweetpe eee com 
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A call for tomorrow’s filmmakers 


The Long Beach Indie 
Film, Media and 
Music Festival returns 
for its second year. 


By SHAWNKIRA SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


From documentary films about 
human trafficking to short blocks 
about hip hop culture, 

the Long Beach Indie Film, Media 
and Music Festival welcomes viewers 
of various interests with a wide selec- 
tion of film screenings. 

In celebration of diversity on and 
off the silver screen, Long Beach In- 
die will be showcasing over 100 mul- 
timedia productions from across the 
globe. 

“The directors and stories are 
very inclusive to what Long Beach is 
about: diversity. 

From the whitest of whites to the 
darkest of darks to everything in be- 
tween,’ said the LBI festival founder 


FACEBOOK 


Co-director Andrew Johnson checks into a Brazillian prison in documentary “If I Give My Soul,” which 
will screen at the Long Beach Indie International Film Festival on Oct. 9. 


and director Daniel Parker, who is a 
Latin American and African Ameri- 
can professor at El Camino College 
and a documentary filmmaker him- 
self. 

The Long Beach International 
Film Festival will take place from 
Oct. 7 - 11, screening a mixup of 


short to feature length films at the 
Pacific Theatre that will range from 
comedy to action flicks to suspense, 
documentaries and dramas. 
Screenings will include Mexican 
amber trade documentary “Land 
of Amber, modern-day western 
“KANDIYOHI, Brazilian prison 


documentary “I Give My Soul” and 
Hawaii’s first major motion picture 
comedy “Get a Job” 

Aside from film screening, LBI will 
also be hosting a free film, music and 
media conference and college fair at 
the Long Beach Convention Center 
in efforts to give the future genera- 
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tion of filmmakers a sneak peak into 
film school and what it takes to get 
into the industry. 

Visitors will be able to take work- 
shops headed by award winning 
filmmakers such as three time Emmy 
winning animation director Mark 
Kirkland , best known for his work 
in “The Simpsons” and ALMA award 
winning television director, Jesus 
Trevino, who has directed “Prison 
Break” and “Bones.” 

College representatives from the 
top art schools like Cal Arts, School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago and Otis 
College of Art and Design will also be 
on hand scoping out potential talent. 

The festival will be screening films 
at the Pacific Theatres in Lakewood 
with tickets now available for pur- 
chase on the Fandango and Long 
Beach Indie website. 

The Long Beach Indie Film, Media 
and Music Festival conference and 
college fair will take place on Octo- 
ber 10 at the Long Beach Convention 
Center from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is 
open to the public. 

Interested movie junkies can find 
more information on the Long beach 
Indie website. 


We come to you so it’s 


CE Creations, Inc. has come together to bring you the comfort 
and medication that you deserve. We are 100% Non-Profit 
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NEW Session One 
Entirely Online 
December 17-January 15 


Day, evening, and online 
classes available 


Doers Do 


CSULB Winter Sessions 2016 


New Online Session! 


Registration begins October 19 
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On Campus 
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toward graduation 


A fis 


#DoersDo 
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Short films hit the OC for short time 


Orange County 
filmmakers have 
something to look 
forward to in the first 
ever Laguna Film 
Festival. 


Staff Writer 


Laguna Beach will be invaded 
with producers, writers, directors 
and short films just 5 miles from the 
shore of the beach from Oct. 16 - 18. 
Laguna Film Festival goers can look 
forward to this year’s theme - short 
films. 

According to festival organizer, 
18-year-old Austin Fickman, Lagu- 
na Beach has the largest art commu- 
nity in Southern California and yet 
lacks strong support for film despite 
the many Orange County filmmak- 
ers in the community. 

Film fest attendees can look for- 
ward to opening night, starting at 
5:30 p.m., with special never-be- 
fore-seen screenings of Academy 
Award nominated short films and 
guest celebrity short films, which 
have yet to be revealed. 

The three-day event will present 
film screenings from various genres, 


CULTURE 
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What made you choose CSULB? 

One of the reasons I chose Cal State 
Long Beach is that I’m an athlete, I play 
beach tennis [on the British National 
Team], so for me being in London was 
actually hard to train. I wanted to move 
somewhere where I could actually go to 
the beach and train. Living here before 
and having a friend [who lived here] 
and visiting all of the time, I actually 
knew what Cal State was like. I liked it 
and I thought it was a good opportu- 
nity because I wanted to do my MBA, 


a panel on Saturday with industry 
professionals and Q-and-A’s with 
surprise guest speakers. . 

“One of the reasons [for the short 
film theme] was because it’s only a 
weekend,” Fickman said. “This is 
the best way for festival guests to see 
a wide variety of content in short pe- 
riod of time.” 

There are nine different genre 
categories: drama, horror, comedy, 
sci-fi/fantasy, documentary, experi- 
mental, animation, youth filmmak- 
ers and film school students show- 
case. 

This will be an event for all ages 
since there will be family-friendly 
animations like: Another Everest, 
Cry of the Fox, Hum, Pokey Pokey 
and Vincent the Artist. For the more 
mature audiences they have the op- 
tion for horror screenings in the 
spirit of October like: Blind Date, 
Corridors, Don’t let them in, Night 
of the Slasher, The Call and The 
Stomach. 

The films were watched multiple 
times by the judging panel in the 
three months leading up to the fes- 
tival, Fickman said. 

All submissions are 30 minutes 
or less and presented in English or 
with English subtitles. There were 
1,007 submissions in the one-month 
submission period from 69 different 
countries. 

“There were many awesome films 
and it was so hard to winnow it 


so I thought why not doiit at Cal State 
Long Beach? [The school] gives you 
good value for your money, I’m close to 
the beach where I can train and I have 
friends here who I made from when I 
used to live here. 


How is school going? 

Right now it’s quite hectic, but I’m 
learning so much new stuff that it’s 
quite intriguing and interesting. You 
learn so much that you can apply in 
real life. It’s scary. There are some sim- 
ple things that you didn’t know them 


“all along. 


What are the main differences be- 
tween Cyprus and American culture? 
Here you're more open minded. In 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 


Courtesy OF LAGUNA FILM FESTIVAL 


“Another Everest,” directed by Aleksandre Kosinski, will be one of 77 short films screened at the Laguna Film Festival. 


down to the final number of [76] 
short films,” Fickman said. “So 
many films deserved to be screened 
and it really did come down to how 
much time we had.” 

Prizes range from cash to meet 
and greets with producer and direc- 
tor-of “The Game Plan” and “Paul 
Blart: Mall Cop 2” Andy Fickman, 
talent manager Elissa Leeds and 
film agent Meredith Wechter. 

Fickman explained that short 
films are growing in popularity, 
which is the reason for the festi- 
val’s short film theme. Their smaller 
budgets and crews make it easier for 


Cyprus it’s a small community. Every- 
one is very conscience of their actions, 
whereas here everyone is free to do 
what they want you know? No one real- 
ly knows you exactly. 

You can be yourself more, whereas 
in Cyprus you need to be really careful. 
We're very traditional thinking back in 
Cyprus, so everyone’s learned a specific 
way of doing things and that’s how 
they keep doing it. Whereas here you 
can sort of experiment and learn knew 
things. It’s more free. There’s no mold. 

I prefer it here because it’s much 
more free spirited. You have more free- 
dom to try new things and be yourself. 
I actually got my tattoo here; it’s a Latin 
phrase that means “always towards 
better things.” 


independent filmmakers to get their 
foot in the door at film festivals 
such as Laguna. For example, the 
Oscar-nominated film “Whiplash” 
started off as a short film at the Sun- 
dance Film Festival. 

With two parents in the film in- 
dustry, the film festival environ- 
ment he grew up around inspired 
Austin. He is the son of filmmakers 
and festival judges Andy Fickman 
and Elissa Leeds. Austin felt that 
Laguna was such a thriving commu- 
nity and organized the festival with 
the guidance of his team and family. 

“So far the response has been ex- 


tremely tremendous,” Fickman said. 
“Time will tell, we are looking at a 
pretty good turnout, the response 
on social media seems to be pretty 
good.” 

The Film Festival screenings will 
be held in the state-of-the-art Re- 
gency Directors Cut Cinema in La- 
guna Niguel. The theater consists of 
seven auditoriums filled with luxury 
seating and high-quality projectors 
and sound. 

Fickman hinted to check the site 
on Wednesday for more reveals of 
prizes, panels, celebrity guests and 
about the special screenings. 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 
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merican films have 

proven throughout 

history that they 

influence how society 

perceives a topic. The 
same applies for mainstream broad- 
cast news, which sometimes distorts 
the line between what is a facade and 
what is reality. 

The most recent fabrication from 
the media-hype mill claims that 
there is a not-so-silent war against 
law enforcement across the country 
by disgruntled perpetrators. The 
most recent Rasmussen poll taken in 
September indicates that 58 percent 
of Americans believe that there is a 
war with police. 

The extensive coverage on shoot- 
ings committed against and by law 
enforcement officers has allowed the 
media to act as a catalyst, promoting 
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If it 


the notion that citizens are waging 
a de facto war, primarily African 
Americans. 

Recent high-profile coverage of 
murders committed against unarmed 
African Americans by law enforce- 
ment, which have constantly resulted 
in acquittals of the accused officers, 
has created a capricious relationship 
between the police and the public. 

Spectators of the media, who have 
bought in to this hype of conspir- 
acy do not realize that if you doa 
little google searching, shootings 
committed against officers of the law 
have been covered in the media for 
decades. 

The only difference in the cover- 
age is the frequency in which these 
stories are framed and broadcasted. 

Within the past decade, murders 
committed against police officers 
have been on a decline, but the in- 
crease in broadcasting these murders 
paints a blurry picture if you do not 
look at the numbers. 

As of 2014, 51 police officers were 
“feloniously” killed while on duty, 


according to the 2014 FBI Uniform 
Crime Report. This number was 
an 89 percent increase from 2013, 
when 27 police officers were killed 
on duty. 

The FBI report also states that 
over the past decade, the number of 
police officers murdered has risen as 
high as 72 in 2011 and as low as 27 
in 2013. Over the course of 35 years, 


The consistent 
broadcasting of police 
murders is giving the 
public a distorted image 
of law enforcement. 


the average number of police officers 
murdered a year is 64. These num- 
bers prove that it is not necessary 
to call these isolated incidents of 
violence acts of war. 

A previous point in time where 
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bleeds, it leads 


law enforcement was faced with 
immense violence was during the 
creation of the war on drugs in the 
1980’s, but the violent altercations 
police officers faced was not the 
story of interest. 

The crack epidemic that origi- 
nated in South Central Los Angeles, 
which led to the creation of the 
war on drugs, caused a significant 
amount of crime specifically in areas 
of poverty and gang activity. 

Subsequently, officers were put in 
harm's way of combating drug deal- 
ers, who were known to be heavily 
armed. But instead of reporting on 
the amount of police officers shot, 
news stories mainly consisted of 
drug raids and black on black homi- 
cide, creating the stigma that com- 
munities of African Americans are 
torn with gang violence and drugs. 

Fast forward to the 1990's, and 
you have the Rodney King trial, the 
high-profile case where Los Angeles 
Police Department officers severely 
beat and tasered an African Ameri- 
can. This was the first time America 
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got a glimpse of the harsh practices 
of police officers, not only in L.A., 
but across America since the civil 
rights movement. 

After the King trial, police depart- 
ments across the country were put 
under a microscope. Since then, the 
media has made it almost a priority 
to make news out of police miscon- 
duct. So it is just as easy for an in- 
dividual to believe there is a war on 
American citizens by police officers 
and vice versa, because of the high 
consistency of coverage. 

What media outlets such as Fox 
News, who stated this past Septem- 
ber that there is a war on police, 
need to do is focus on covering news 
that mends the relationship between 
law enforcement and the public, 
rather than focus on creating a di- 
vided society. People watching these 
broadcast must apply their critical 
thinking skills to what they see on 
television. It is because of this lack 
of thinking that the media is able 
to put a spin on any story of public 
interest. 


HOSPITAL 


continued from page 1 


morning, United States Command- 
er General John Campbell and the 
NATO coalition responsible for 
the attack in Afghanistan appeared 
before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to provide some possible 
answers. 

Constant shifts within Camp- 
bell’s statements in the immediate 
aftermath of the air strikes to his ap- 
pearance before the committee sim- 
ply demonstrates the failure of com- 
munication within the coalition. 
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Unfortunately, the general pro- 
vided little-to-no information, but 
he did finally admit to the fact that 
the airstrike “was’a U.S. decision 
made within the U.S. chain of com- 
mand.” 

After initially stating that the 
hospital air strikes had been collat- 
eral damage in attempts to support 
U.S. troops on the ground, Camp- 
bell updated that report later, blam- 
ing Afghan forces for having called 
in the airstrike, only to later admit 
that it was indeed a U.S. decision. 

Now organizing a group of hast- 
ily assembled multinational forces 
sounds difficult, but the general’s 
statement reveals more importantly 
how the U.S. chain of command is 
having the same failures. 

The airstrikes consistently hit the 


hospital in 15-minute intervals for 
nearly an hour and all attempts at 
communication by the hospital staff 
to reach Washington, the Afghan 
government or NATO collectively 
failed to stop the firing. 

“Collateral damage,” as the mili- 
tary calls it, and civilian casualties 
are horrific consequences of war 
that can be difficult to avoid. But 
Doctors Without Borders President 
Joanne Liu’s detailed the organiza- 
tion’s process of informing all sides 
of the conflict of their locations, 
with GPS coordinates, clearly shows 
that this attack should never have 
happened in the first place. 

The outrage against the U.S.-led 
coalition is justified considering the 
fact that hospitals are known areas 
of protection in war zones, accord- 
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ing to International Law. Violation 
of such law is subject to accusations 
of war crimes and both Liu and the 
United Nations have condemned the 
act as such. 

Putting blame on the Afghan 
forces or the Taliban for the attack 
is shameful. 

In the end, the U.S. leads the coa- 
lition of forces in Afghanistan. The 


U.S. owns and operates the AC-130 ~ 


gunship responsible for the attack. 
The U.S., and only the U.S., has the 
authority to give the command to 
fire after following the proper rules 
of engagement. 

The problem is that the rules of 
engagement and the chain of com- 
mand within the military fail to pre- 
vent unnecessary civilian casualties. 

It’s been 14 years since the U.S. 
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began its military operation, “En- 
during Freedom.” Unfortunately, 
freedom has utterly failed to endure 
in Afghanistan despite its status as 
the longest war in American history. 
Over the course of the war, 26,000 
civilians have been killed, with over 
100,000 reported injuries; rarely did 
any of the investigations result in 
any accountability by the U.S. mil- 
itary other than an official apology 
or acknowledgement of involve- 
ment. 

Unless the military fixes systemic 
issues in training, communication 
and overall transparency, incidents 
like this will continue to happen and 
those behind the scenes will not be 
held responsible, while those brutally 
killed will fade into statistics, casu- 
alties of war and military ignorance. 
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May WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


Down with the Highlanders 


LBSU topped UC Riv- 
erside Tuesday night 
in preparation for 
Hawai'i. 


By KAycE CONTATORE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Tuesday night provided a loose 
atmosphere as the Long Beach State 
women’s volleyball team swept UC 
Riverside, 3-0, inside the Walter Pyr- 
amid. 

After No. 24 LBSU (14-4, 4-1) took 
the first point in set one, the side judge 
stopped the game to check the pres- 
sure on the game volleyballs. One fan 
joked saying, “Tom Brady is not in the 
building.” 

49ers head coach Brian Gimmillaro 
even joked after the match about the 
players he has starting for his team 
and the players who are injured. 

“If you had told me I wouldn't 
have Ashley [Murray], who was hit- 
ting over .400 when she got hurt, and 
Sherridan [Atkinson], our best hitter 
and blocker, and Anete [Brinke], our 
best all around player, before the sea- 
son started, I probably would have be- 
come a reporter [instead of a coach],” 
Gimmillaro said. 

Senior setter Jenelle Hudson led 
the offense for the 49ers, totaling 31 
assists in the match and leading her 
hitters to an overall .197 hitting per- 
centage. With many of the team’s top 
hitters injured, Hudson has had to ad- 
just her play on the court to give her 


team the best chance at winning. 

“It’s been hard to get in system, 
get in the rhythm and keep it going,” 
Hudson said. “New people coming in 
I think we just have to adjust with in- 
juries.” 

Gimmillaro equated Hudson with 
a basketball player leading the team 
on offense and deciding what the best 
options were at all times. 

“Jenelle is like this great point 
guard trying to figure out who’s open, 
or who can make the basket if you 


give them the ball,” Gimmillaro said. 


“What more can you ask?” 

Junior outside hitter Nele Barber 
was her usual self and set the tone in 
the second set. After LBSU and River- 
side went back and forth for a while, 
Barber ended the set with a sharp 
cross-court shot to put the 49ers ahead 
two sets to none. 

It was all LBSU in the third and 
final set of the night. The 49ers con- 
trolled early, pulling away with a 7-3 
lead after an ace from Wilson. Barber 
hit her stride at the end of the match 
and put it away for her team with a 
huge kill down the line. 

The Highlanders (6-11, 1-3) paced 
the 49ers the entire night, ending with 
a .145 hitting percentage and match- 
ing LBSU in blocks with six on the 
night. Freshman defensive specialist 
Chelsea Doyle led UCR in kills, going 
four-for-four with no errors. 

Freshman middle blocker Pey- 
ton Grahovac dominated the match, 
leading her team with a .350 hitting 
percentage and totaling eight kills. 


_Grahovac said that she believes in 


her team even if others think they are 
down and out because of all the inju- 


Ma WOMEN’S SOCCER 


LBSU’ss 
goal 


machine 


The 49ers’ top goal 
getter talks about her 
beginnings in soccer, 
her tendency to show 
up in big games 

and the dreaded 
sophomore slump. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


Ashley Gonzales, the star of the 
Long Beach State women’s soccer 
team’s attack, is living up to the reputa- 
tion that earned her the 2014 Big West 
Freshman Player of the Year. 

Gonzales has four game winning 
goals this season, but more impressive 
are the teams three of those goals came 
against. 


The forward netted the game win- 
ner against UCL A»iii the seas6igpen- 
er, then stepped’ up under presstire 


ahd scored, the go-ahead goal against 
DePaul, in Chicago, Illinois, from the. 


penalty spot. 


On Sunday, Gonzales lifted the 


49ers over rivals Cal State Fullerton 
with a golden goal in overtime in the 


Big West opener. Her performance in’ 


attack earned her, the Big West Qffen- 
sive Player of the Week awardw 

Gonzales spoke with the Daily 49er 
about how she got started playing,and 
where she is at now. 


Did you know early that you'd, bé'a™ 


striker? 

Yeah. I didn’t like defending 
liked scoring goals and being in’ 
tacking plays. 


How did you first start’ kicking 
around a soccer ball? 
I actually started just playing on the 
sidelines. My mom used to play soccer 


so I was watching her and'I started” 


kicking around a soccer ball and start- 
ed playing. She played somewhere in El 
Monte and in Baldwin Park in a Sun- 
day League. © 


What was it about soccer that got 
you hooked? 

I just liked the competitiveness and 
the winning aspect; I wanted to win, I 
wanted to score. Just going out there 
and playing and feeling happy being 
on the field.and playing with the soccer 
ball. No matter what, game or practice, 
having the happiness out there. 


So let’s fast forward to Long Beach 


“against Fullerton. 


Bossy YAGAKE | Daity 49ER 


Freshman outside hitter Carly Beddingfield (19) goes for a kill on Tuesday night as UC Riverside’s Alex Gresham (6) and 


Chelsea Doyle (29) attempt the block. 


ries. 


“Everyone keeps talking about how 
players are injured and we need to 
step it up and I think we did well to 


State. You had a good freshman year, 
what do you think was the key to hav- 
ing that great start to your collegiate 
career? 

[I think the key was] coming in 


_and knowing I have to earn my spot. 
_ Nothing is given, just keeping work- 
_ing for what I.want and what I want to 


be able to start with. To show people 
that I can play and that I can score and 
that I can help my team to the cham- 
pionship. 


Did you know about the sophomore 
slump? Do you believe in that at all? 
At the beginning, I did feel like I as 


yin a little slump. But, I just had to get 


t of the funk and keep improving 
game and show people that slump 
oesn’t exist. [You have to] keep going, 


hat is it about the big games for 


‘you? You seem to score in all the big 


_ dont know! I get the feeling that I 
need to win this’game. It’s not like ‘it 
has to be me, but the team has this en- 
ergy that we just have to bring our all, 
as with every other game. 


You mentioned earlier that you 
want the Big West championship, is 
that you one goal? 

That’s one of 0 


goals, to get the 
ip and see where 


bring it together,” Grahovac said. “We 
needed to energy to be focused on that 
and playing hard no matter how many 
people are out.” ; 


The 49ers will travel to Hawai’i 
next to take on the No. 8 Rainbow 
Warriors at the Stan Sheriff Center on 
Sunday. 


Courtesy oF LBSU ATHLETICS 


Sophomore forward Ashley Gonzales leads all 49ers with five goals and 10 
points. The Ontario, California native now has 14 career goals at LBSU. 


What or who has been your biggest 
inspiration in your career? 
I don’t know. I think it’s just watch- 


ing the biggest players in Barcelona 
and Madrid and how they play and 
wanting to play like them. 


